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800+ Scholars Warn 
of Potential Genocide
 in Gaza
Take Action
Open Letter from Palestinian Christians

Act and think with TRICONTINENTAL: INSTITUTE FOR SOCIAL RESEARCH

BLACK ALLIANCE FOR PEACE

KEEP SUPPORTING THE SOUTHERN POVERTY LAW CENTER

STUDY UP ON PALESTINE:

Religious Studies 4BDS: AAR Group Statement on Israeli Assaults on Gaza



B'TSELEM on "Jewish Supremacy" and Apartheid in Israel.                              

HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH: "This Is Apartheid"

GRASSROOTS JOINT CALL TO THE BIDEN ADMINISTRATION. 

My call for BDS on 2013 AAR panel in REVIEW of Judith Butler's Parting Ways: Jewishness and the Critique of Zionism.

 CAMPAIGN TO BRING HOME MUMIA ABU-JAMAL

KOREA POLICY INSTITUTE.  

-CHECK OUT THE BORDER SITUATION AT DETENTION WATCH    

-Stop DEPORTATIONS !

School of the Americas Watch on Border Issues, U.S. Repression in Central America, Latin America and the Caribbean. 
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On Central American and Mexico see Rights Action
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"Israel and Genocide: Not Only in Gaza." Counterpunch, December 22, 2023.

          "White Christianity and the U.S. Corporate Warrior Elite," in In Sheep's Clothing: The Idolatry of White Christian Nationalism. Ed. George D. Yancy. Rowman & Littlefield, 2023.

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  "Christianity is Empty if It Doesn't Address the Racist Carceral State," in Until Our Lungs Give Out: Conversations on Race, Justice, and the Future. Ed. George D. Yancy. (Rowman &Littlefield, 2023).

 

 

 

 

 

        "Capitalism's 'Secret Orders': A Du Boisian Critique of the Alt-Right and White Supremacy," chapter in book, Religion, Protest and Social Upheaval (Fordham University Press, 2022). Edited by Matthew T. Eggemeier, Peter Joseph Fritz, Karen V. Guth.

 

 

 

                      

                                  March 2022 article: "Interpellated by the Mumia Abu-Jamal Movement: A Case Study of Enrique Dussel's Pedagogics of Liberation in Neoliberal Academe," LA'PES: LATIN AMERICAN PHILOSOPHY OF EDUCATION SOCIETY journal. Winter 2022. With response letter from Mumia.

 

 

                                                                December 2021: "Earth Politics of the Spiritual Ground: Decolonizing Imperio-Coloniality's Torture State," CLR JAMES JOURNAL, November 2021.                                                                                    

 

 

 

Interviewed by philosopher Dr. George Yancy, "Christianity is Empty if It Doesn't Address the Racist Carceral State," TRUTHOUT,  September 26, 2021.                                                      

"Banning Critical Race Theory - Can They Stop a Rising Critical Popular Memory?" in RELIGIOUS STUDIES NEWS (AAR) July 13, 2021.

 

 

                                                    NEW INTERVIEW May 2021-"Mumia's Spiritual Advisor Mark Lewis Taylor Confronts D.A. Krasner and the FOP" San Francisco Bay View: National Black Newspaper.

 

                                                  On the 2020 elections at Counterpunch: "Trumpism and Césaire's 'Terrific Boomerang Effect."

 

                                                    PRINCETON SEMINARY & SLAVERY  Mark Lewis Taylor's response
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                                                "Theological Resistance to U.S. Christian Nationalism," in Jeffrey Robbins and Clayton Crockett, editors, Doing Theology in the Age of Trump: A Critical Report on Christian Nationalism (Wipf & Stock, Pub. 2018), and

 

 

                                                 "Christianity and U.S. Prison Abolition: Rupturing a Hegemonic Christian Ideology, SOCIALISM AND DEMOCRACY 28:3, 172-188.
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												antagonism

											Every part of life and planetary being is marked by modes of antagonism, and therefore agonistic. Even our more pacific natures and cooperative relations in nature and society feature the interplay of pressure, weight, friction. This antagonism does not mean that life is simply divided up between good and evil forces; rather, the forces to which we give those names, and the many pervading forces of antagonistic tension, are deeply complex, violence-engendering systems that are part of the complex emergence and unfolding of the oneness of all planetary being. This antagonism, though, can engender liberating spirit; the problem is how liberating spirit can undo – work “liberation” – amid such all-pervasive antagonism.

In human life, this antagonism is sustained by powerful systems of imposed social suffering. These systems spawn antagonism as exploitative inequality and violence among humans, and are integrally bound up with exploitation of earth itself. The antagonism is evident not simply in forces of opposition, but in the cries of lament and rage, of moan and tremor. Imposed social suffering is especially brutal as colonizing and neocolonizing forces, that are dependent on dynamics of economic exploitation, racism, gender and sexual injustice, as well as imperialism and nationalism. Many of these forces crystalize in U.S. mass incarceration today, about which I have written for over two decades – historically, theoretically and theologically (see The Executed God). Much of Christian theology, and many intellectual traditions, sustain a fundamental “abstraction” from this antagonism. This abstracting posture ignores antagonistic relations, looks above them, or loses focus of them in the name of a specious “complexity.”

Antagonism is no simple interest of jousting politicians, no concern limited to a few alienated people with “anger-issues” or “trauma-addictions,” no merely occasional topic for activists and peoples of conscience. More deeply, also, antagonism names the complex play of forces colonizing our pervasive ontological condition as historical and social beings. This is a political condition wherein human systems of imposed social suffering structure and weigh-down everyday being, life – indeed, increasingly, the earth’s ecological and planetary matrix. Violence, especially as shaped by U.S. geopolitical interests, also secures the everyday living of privileged groups, often making possible what citizens of the U.S. and the global North nations call their “freedom.” Nevertheless, systems of repression can become also sites of hidden and visible resistances. Antagonism can occasion the birthing and erupting of a decolonizing, liberating spirit.

									


				the arts

											Liberating spirit’s resistance amid antagonism is through its arts, perfoming its refusal in the face of imposed social suffering. This often occurs, first, with a reflexive artful action – a gesture, a pose, a facial expression, a gimmick, a scrawl. In more developed form, the arts that sustain and resist break forth in poem, graffiti, song, essay, novel, painting, sculpture, carving, dance. Maybe the artful resistance is a walk or a march, a way to dress or a vestment, home design, sewn textiles like quilts, serapes, murals and arpilleras – also stories, myths, legends and symbols. Even philosophical systems and theology’s doctrinal systems (having their own ruling metaphors, key symbols and tropes) can be seen as arts, even though they often become calcified strictures used by elites for ideologically reinforcing imposed social suffering. At their best, though, all the arts are means for “wieghing-in” amid the antagonistic structures and practices that “weigh-down” oppressed peoples. The arts are a dreaming of the future, re-presenting it, opening performance spaces, as it were, in which people in the present step forward toward liberating life, to forge movements, collectively arcing toward worlds of justice and love – human, natural, planetary.

									


				social movements

											Liberating spirit’s arts become a creative force in relation to social movements. Forming social movements is often implicit in the arts, because the arts can help wrench us free from constraining and repressive worlds, imaging and performing alternative ways of being and practicing. Social movements are both catalyzed by art’s imaginative performing of alternative worlds, and also focus the arts for coalescing toward revolutionary change. Social movements are collectivities of bodies and practices. People in movements organize coalitions to challenge the forces that impose and sustain social suffering. Social movements challenge their opponents, especially today’s virulent and ever-changing U.S. imperialism, the transnational neoliberal economics that U.S. militarism supports, patriarchies and heteronormativity, and the resilient signifiers and systems of whiteness and white power. To engage these and break their repressive holds, social movements nurture common purposes and new social solidarities. they are sites for thinking and re-thinking – yes, for theory! Thus, in all these ways, they redress the indignity, meaninglessness and the despair that often take over in routinized worlds of injustice.

Through practice and theory, like the liberating arts, social movements stoke memories of the past so that memories become subversive of oppressive orders. Movements are powered by specters. Sometimes social movements even themselves become specters. By “specters” I refer to forceful legacies at work in the present, a power of re-membered suffering, that can threaten, demand and create practices of liberation. The dead, especially the unjustly slain, represent a past that continues, inhabiting present life through this remembering, thus becoming a “spectral” power. In these ways, movement practices also spawn hope that other worlds are possible, that revolutionary futures can be birthed. Social movements are forged into practices of justice and love in  coalitions of many peoples and groups. These move toward new life and planetary being as “the people”  (translated with variable and always-changing meanings as “el pueblo” in Spanish, “altape” in Aztec, “amaq” in Maya, “sha’b” in Arabic, “mian” in Chinese, “minjung” in Korean).

									


				liberating spirit

											Liberating spirit is not the opposite of matter. It is not outside earth and its relations. It does not abstract itself from the social and political, the natural and planetary. Instead, liberating spirit is the organizing energy within these relations and working among them. It creates freeing ways of being amid global structures and the daily processes that grind us down, that destroy humanity and earth – that oppress. Spirit, derived from “breath” (pneuma, spiritus) is the vitality of sensuous earth and its many complex bodies, the spaced breathing, pulsing – the always-somehow moving and resting – action in human practice and planetary being. Liberating spirit names a way of being “political,” in the broadest sense of engaging the powers around us. It is material life struggling and fighting (amid antagonism), sustaining and acting-up creatively (through the many arts), and organizing with a steady, relentless resilience (in social movements).

Liberating spirit defies sameness, persevering as different – always freedom and liberation, yes, but in modes critical or, often antagonistic to, the ideologies of “freedom” and opening up new spaces of liberation beyond the frozen, often predictable projects of many “liberation” agendas. Liberating spirit grows from the suffering, hope and resistance of peoples most in need of liberation, from “the part with no part” (Jacques Ranciѐre), the oppressed and excluded, who forge ever fresh and changing visions of what “liberation” is to be.

Liberating spirit, while it can be found in Christian forms, is at work in many religions, in alternative spiritualities, and often most powerfully among many secular movements and peoples of conscience.
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				spirit
			Writer, scholar and activist, Mark Lewis Taylor, works at junctures of critical theory and theology, for the study of political theologies of liberation. He has articulated notions of  liberating spirit – the spirit of decolonizing political practices, in which re-membered collective suffering of the earth and by earth’s oppressed peoples become “specters,” forces for multi-dimensional revolutionary change.

Liberating spirit is born under conditions of antagonism; sustained by daily, often publicly performed arts, and focused for revolutionary impact in social movements. See also proposals for Liberating Spirit as Christian.

				


				
							

							

		




        
        

        
        
		





    